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MN DNR Invasive Species Program

DNR in partnership

 Messaging 

 Prevention

 Watercraft inspection 
programs

 Lake service providers

 Enforcement

 Management

 Aquatic plant 
management

 Permits



Messaging:

 Aquatic invasive species- are 

one of the top conservation challenges of our 
time and a high priority for the DNR.

 Minnesota laws- are designed to 

prevent the spread of AIS through water-related 
activities.  It’s up to everyone to take personal 
responsibility and follow the law. 

 The DNR is committed to-
engaging citizens, stakeholders, businesses, and 
local governmental units to educate, inform, and 
prevent the spread of AIS.

 Prevention efforts today- buy 

critical time needed for research and 
management that may provide long-term control 
solutions.  The prevention framework developed 
today also prepares us for other species that may 
reach Minnesota in the future



Messaging:



Partnerships

 Partnerships are critical 
to addressing the AIS 
conservation challenge.

 Local, Regional, and 
National partners play 
key roles in addressing 
AIS.

 AIS Advisory Committee-
provides advice and 
recommendations to the 
program from a variety 
of perspectives.



Inspection Program

 Authorized watercraft 
inspectors

 Surveys

 Prioritize inspection locations

 Containment

 Shielding 

 DNR Inspectors focused on 
containment

 So- Local Unit of Government 
(LGU) Inspectors can focus 
on shielding

 Volunteer/Ambassador 
program



Lake Service Provider

 Over 1000 lake service 
providers trained and 
permitted.

 Reworking to make 
training as effective as 
possible.

 Decontaminators added 
to definition of lake 
service provider.



Risk Assessments

 Laws based on risk of 
movement

 Use various forms of data 
to refine risk analysis

 Refine laws and focus 
prevention efforts

 Species risk assessments



Risk Assessments

 Winter veliger presence 
in infested waters.

 Veliger sampling in 
residual water in 
watercraft.

 2014-Bait harvest 
activities



Enforcement

 Canine Prevention

 Zebra mussel sniffing dogs

 Importance of prevention

 Citations

 Target zero



Management-Invasive Aquatic Plants

 Permit for invasive plant 
management

 Research-impact of 
herbicide treatment

 Streamlining permit 
process and creating clear 
communication on this 
process.

 In 2013, 244 permits were 
given to control invasive 
aquatic plants.

 The DNR provided 158 
grants to partners to help 
control these species.



Thank you


