
2017 PROPOSED BUDGET & LEVY

Minnehaha Creek Watershed District is a local unit of government 
responsible for managing and protecting the water resources in 
one of the largest urban watersheds in the state of Minnesota. 

The watershed stretches 181-square miles from St. Bonifacius 
to south Minneapolis and includes, Lake Minnetonka, the 
Minneapolis Chain of Lakes, Minnehaha Creek, and Minnehaha 
Falls. There are eight major creeks, 129 lakes, and thousands of 
wetlands within the MCWD.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES
 » Partnership: We seek to understand the goals of others so that we can meaningfully integrate 

our work to add broader value to the community. 

 » Innovation: We are flexible and creative in our approach and strive for continuous 
improvement.

 » Excellence: We commit to work that achieves outstanding results and honors our partners.

 » Sound Science: We are a trusted source of scientific data and analyses that provide the 
foundation for wise decisions.

 » Service: We are responsive and accountable to our communities and careful stewards of   
public funds.
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2017 PROPOSED BUDGET & LEVY

BUDGET
2016 2017

Capital Projects $3,212,147  

Debt Service for Projects $3,018,369  

Education & Communications $1,408,948  

Operations & Support Services $1,527,969  

Planning & Permitting $2,147,035  

Research & Monitoring $1,481,626  

 $3,177,776

 $4,064,169  

$1,086,680  

$1,601,776  

$2,446,434  

$1,084,805 

TOTAL $12,796,094 $13,460,253

REVENUE
 2016

Preliminary 2016 levy  $8,705,875  

Interest earned $70,000 

Grants and partner funds $119,984 

Reimbursements and other $58,462 

Unexpended funds $3,841,773 

TOTAL $12,796,094

2017

$9,315,286 

$0

$130,000

$58,462

$3,956,505

$13,460,253

Debt Service for Projects

Capital Projects

Planning & Permitting

Education & Communications
Research & Monitoring Operations & Support Services 

View detailed workplans for each program at www.minnehahacreek.org/budget



WHAT WE DO
MONITORING & ANALYSIS
We monitor the water resources throughout the watershed and actively analyze the data in order to identify the most 
pressing issues and how they may be solved. We also monitor for the presence of aquatic invasive species (AIS) and 
support the work of our partners to prevent new infestations. 

2017 HIGHLIGHT: Completing development of the “E-Grade” program, a cutting-edge system for better understanding 
the overall health of the watershed by looking beyond just standard water quality parameters and considering things like 

habitat and biodiversity.  

PLANNING & PROJECTS
We plan, implement and maintain capital projects that protect and 
improve clean water, and use our technical expertise to help our 
partners make the best choices for clean water in their work. 

2017 HIGHLIGHT: Embarking on the District’s newest focal geography, 
the Six Mile Creek/Halsted Bay subwatershed, which is the headwaters 
of Lake Minnetonka. We’ll be leading a coordinated planning effort 
with a variety of partners to address some of the most challenging 
water quality issues in the watershed. 

PERMITTING
We protect and enhance natural resources within the watershed through administering District rules, monitoring field 
compliance, and developing policy, programmatic, and project solutions through strategic partnerships across sectors.  

2017 HIGHLIGHT: Designated funds will enable permitting staff to proactively help applicants find creative solutions that 
achieve project goals and yield better outcomes for water resources.

OUTREACH
We provide the knowledge, skills and awareness necessary for others to protect and improve clean water, and build 
understanding and support for the District’s work. 

2017 HIGHLIGHT: Provide workshops, trainings and materials that feature 
science-based best practices on a variety of activities that impact clean water. 
Topics include lawn care, salt application, raingarden design and maintenance, 
AIS, and shoreland restoration. 

GRANTS
We provide financial incentives to protect clean water through low-impact 
development, stormwater management, and innovative public outreach 
projects.  

2017 HIGHLIGHT: Increased focus on integrating education into water quality 
improvement projects in order to provide demonstration value and create 
cultural norms around keeping polluted stormwater from our lakes and streams. 



BRIDGING GAP BETWEEN BUDGET AND LEVY
We are currently in the process of aligning our annual budget and levy. For several years, unexpended funds were 
used to fill the gap between our annual budget and levy and helped us avoid raising our tax levy. With most of those 
funds now spent, we are working over a series of years to bring our budget and levy in line without damaging our 
ability to protect clean water. 
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STAY CONNECTED
Keep up to date with us at  
www.minnehahacreek.org, or follow us 
on: 

Facebook: @minnehahacreek
Twitter: @minhahackwd
Instagram: @minnehahacreekwd
YouTube: MinnehahaCreekWtshd

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE
We are preparing to update our 10-year Comprehensive Plan, the 
guiding document for MCWD’s work and goals. The update will build 
on the strong foundation of our current plan and focus primarily on 
improving service delivery and project implementation. 

We’re in the midst of an intensive effort to get input from citizens and 
stakeholders. We recently produced a book on the core philosophies 
that underpin our work, titled “Partnering for Clean Water & Thriving 
Communities.” Find the book and more information about the 
update at www.minnehahacreek.org/2017. 

MCWD’s proposed 2017 levy would raise annual property taxes on a $300,000 home in the District by less than 
three dollars.




