
The incredible energy and commitment of this year’s Watershed Heroes award recipients 
left me inspired and energized, and reinforced my belief in the power of grassroots 
action.

The Minnehaha Creek Watershed District (MCWD) is lucky to 
have more than 15 lake or stream groups within its boundaries. 
Every lake, stream and wetland has different needs, and these 
groups harness citizen power to address the unique challenges 
faced by each water body. These associations have achieved 
some amazing things in our watershed, like helping inspect 
for aquatic invasive species, restoring shorelines and reducing 
polluted runoff.

Lee Keeley, who received the Lifetime Stewardship Award, 
has played a key role in the active citizen culture within 
our watershed. More than 31 years ago Lee helped found the 
Gleason Lake Improvement Association, which was the first 
lake association within the MCWD and continues as an active group. To this day Gleason 
Lake’s shoreline remains natural and every boat that enters is inspected for aquatic 
invasive species. She has helped empower many other groups, as well, through her 
work with the MCWD’s Board of Managers and Citizens Advisory Committee, Minnesota 
Coalition of Lake Associations, and Citizens for Minnehaha Creek Waters.

Ken Gothberg received the 2013 Citizen Engagement award, and for good reason. He has 
a lifelong interest in civic engagement that he has channeled toward clean water issues 
during the past several years. Ken is an active leader of the Citizens for Minnehaha Creek 
Corridor (CMCC) group and a champion of improving access to the creek and keeping it 
clean. Ken and his fellow members of the CMCC have been working on efforts to provide 
consistent signage for paddlers and encouraging homeowners along the creek to keep 
their shorelines natural.

Here at the MCWD we offer help to get these groups started and stay effective. Our 
Watershed Association Initiative (WAI) actively encourages residents near lakes that 
do not have an associated group to organize, and provides training and resources to 
established groups. The program hosted its annual 2013 Metro Summit for Lake and 
River Groups on Nov. 6, which educates and connects local lake, river, and stream group 
leaders.

Wherever you live, there are lots of ways to get involved with the water bodies you 
care about. Learn more about joining or starting a lake or stream group at www.
minnehahacreek.org/WAI.

- Eric Evenson-Marden
eevenson@minnehahacreek.org

WE’VE MOVED!
As of July 1, 2013, the MCWD is located at:

15320 Minnetonka Blvd
Minnetonka, MN 55345

UPCOMING EVENTS
Board meetings and workshops are held at 
the MCWD offices (15320 Minnetonka Blvd, 
Minnetonka, MN 55345) and begin at 6:45 
p.m. Find more information at 
minnehahacreek.org/events 

November 5 - Master Water Stewards (MWS) 
informational session
November 6 - 2013 Metro Summit for Lake 
and River groups
November 7 - Planning and Policy;  
Operations and Maintenance Committees
November 7 - Preparing MN for Climate 
Change: A Conference on Climate Adaptation
November 12 - Street sweeping workshop
November 14 - Board of Managers Workshop
November 14 - Citizens Advisory Committee 
November 21 - Board of Managers Meeting

December 3 - MWS info session
December 5-7 - MAWD Annual Conference 
(no committees)
December 12 - Board of Managers Workshop
December 17 - MWS info session
December 19 - Board of Managers Meeting

Connect with us : 

• minnehahacreek.org 

• facebook.com/minnehahacreek

• tw it ter.com/MinhahaCkWD

• youtube.com/MinnehahaCreekWt shd
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Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS): 
Manager: Craig Dawson 
952-471-8306 | cdawson@minnehahacreek.org

Water Quality:
Water Quality Specialists:
Kelly Dooley | 952-641-4515 | kdooley@minnehahacreek.org
Yvette Christianson | 952-641-4514 | ychristianson@minnehahacreek.org

The Water Quality program has 
wrapped up its lake monitoring for 
the season. Stream monitoring, 
however, will continue until the 
streams freeze. Staff monitor 53 
lake sites and 45 stream sites 
across the District for water clarity, 
nutrient levels, temperature, the 
presence of certain pollutants, 
and more.

Now staff are busy compiling and 
analyzing the immense amount of 
data, which will be published in 
the MCWD’s annual water quality 
report and submitted to the 
statewide water quality database. 
The department is revising the format of this report to make it more 
useful and easier to understand.

As part of the District’s focus on improving the Six Mile Creek 
Subwatershed, the department is increasing its monitoring of the 
creek and Halsted Bay, where the creek drains. It is conducting 

aquatic plant surveys and 
collecting data from a water 
level gauge in Halsted Bay 
and a flow gauge in Six Mile 
Creek.

The Lake Nokomis 
Biomanipulation Study, 
which stocked walleye in 
the lake to control bullhead 
and bluegill populations, is 
complete. There have been 
positive signs so far that 
reducing these bottom-
feeding fish has helped 
water quality in the lake. 
The project was covered 

widely by the media, including the Star Tribune, Ron 
Schara’s Minnesota Bound, and KARE 11. Water Quality 
Specialist Kelly Dooley presented the study findings to the 
University of Minnesota Water Resources Conference and 
the North American Lake Management Society Symposium 
in San Diego.

In September the Minnesota 
DNR and Minneapolis Park and 
Recreation Board confirmed the 
presence of zebra mussels in 
Lake Hiawatha in Minneapolis. 
The discovery is unfortunate but 
not surprising -- zebra mussels 
have occasionally been found 
in Minnehaha Creek since Lake 
Minnetonka was infested in 2010, 
and the creek flows directly 
through Lake Hiawatha. There 
are no treatments planned for 
Lake Hiawatha this year, and 
it’s expected that the few zebra 
mussels found in the lake will not survive the winter.

The United States Geological Survey will study the effectiveness 
of a new zebra mussel treatment in Lake Minnetonka next spring. 
Zequanox is a non-chemical treatment used to kill zebra mussels, 

which the USGS is ready 
to test in open water. 
The maker of Zequanox, 
Marrone Bio Innovations, 
conducted a separate, 
smaller-scale study of the 
treatment in Robinson’s 
Bay this fall, replicating a 
successful method used in 
a 2012 study in Illinois.

The District’s three-year 
zebra mussel monitoring 
study in Lake Minnetonka 
wrapped up in September. 

Staff tracked between 30 and 40 sites throughout the 
lake, with two monitoring devices at each site -- one 
checked monthly and another at the end of each season. 
The data will help scientists understand how the mussels 
reproduce and proliferate in the lake. A report will be 
published in 2014.

Water Quality Specialist Kelly Dooley discussing the  
Lake Nokomis Biomanipulation study with a television reporter

MCWD staff member holding a zebra mussel-encrusted rock



Planning, Projects and Land Conservation: 
Manager: James Wisker 
952-641-4509 | jwisker@minnehahacreek.org

Operations and Maintenance:
Manager: Renae Clark | 952-641-4510 | rclark@minnehahacreek.org 

After just one season of growing, the Six Mile Marsh Prairie 
Restoration in Minnetrista is beginning to look like a full-
fledged prairie.

The District is restoring this 200-acre piece of land, which 
drains directly into Six Mile Marsh and Lake Minnetonka’s 
Halsted Bay, into native prairie and oak savanna. Halsted Bay 
is one of the most degraded bays in Lake Minnetonka due to its 
high nutrient concentration, and this restoration of this former 
cropland will reduce phosphorus going into the bay by 120 to 
380 pounds per year.

Drain tiles have been removed and standing water is now 
present in areas that were historically wetlands. The MCWD is 
removing buckthorn this fall and winter and will continue to 
manage vegetation throughout the upcoming growing seasons. 
The District removed all structures from the property except 
the historic red barn and silo.

To protect the new plantings, the MCWD is asking the 
community to stay off the property while the restoration is in 
its early stages. Once established, there are plans for public 
access to the property, including mowed trails and a spur from 
the Dakota Rail Regional Trail.

In October the MCWD Board 
of Managers approved a carp 
assessment for the Six Mile Creek 
subwatershed, set to begin in the 
spring of 2014.

The District is partnering with 
internationally renowned carp 
expert Dr. Peter Sorensen, 
who founded the University of 
Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species 
Institute, to manage and eliminate 
carp in the Six Mile Chain. Carp 
are an invasive fish that harm 
water bodies. Carp stir up the lake 
bottom, out-compete native game 
fish and hurt water quality within 
the Six Mile Creek system. Because 
they can live for more than 50 years and lay millions of eggs each 
year, uncoordinated efforts to manage carp have proven generally 
ineffective.

The project will tag and 
track 100-plus carp in 
10 lakes and collect data 
on their movement and 
spawning patterns. Using 
this data, the carp can be 
managed effectively and 
efficiently. Dr. Sorensen 
recently completed a carp 
management project in 
Riley Lake in Minnetonka 
that has resulted in a 
more than 80 percent 
reduction in the carp 
population which has 
remained stable.

The carp assessment is 
one of several initiatives the MCWD is collaborating on to 
improve water quality in the Six Mile Creek subwatershed, 
which drains into Lake Minnetonka’s Halsted Bay. Learn 
more at www.minnehahacreek.org/projects.

Before-and-after photos from the Six Mile Marsh Prairie Restoration

Carp reproduce rapidly and harm water quality in a number of ways



Since September Chris Meehan of Wenck 
Associates, Inc., has been acting as the 
District’s interim Regulatory Manager. Meehan 
is managing the program’s daily operation 
and identifying ways to improve the District’s 
permitting process. He will be in the MCWD 
office three days a week while the District 
considers next steps for the program. There 
is no change in the way the District processes 
permits. Meehan, a civil engineer, has worked for Wenck Associates 
for 10 years in water resources management, permitting and 
hydrology. 

Staff are on track to process around 600 permits this year, about 
100 more than last year.

Communications: 
Manager: Telly Mamayek | 952-641-4508 | tmamayek@minnehahacreek.org

Education:
Manager: Leslie Yetka | 952-641-4524 | lyetka@minnehahacreek.org 

More than 120 people attended the 
2013 Watershed Heroes awards gala 
on October 17 at the Bayside Event 
Center in Excelsior. The awards honor 
citizens and organizations that have 
made significant contributions to clean 
water. KARE-11 Chief Meteorologist 
Belinda Jensen emceed the event 
and Carver County Commissioner Tom 
Workman was the evening’s special 
guest. 

Communications staff are preparing a 
strategic communications plan that will help guide the District’s 
outreach for the next two years.   The plan will ensure the MCWD is 

using the most effective methods 
to keep residents informed about 
the District’s activities.  

The District’s website continued to 
evolve to serve its residents better. 
It recently introduced an online 
pre-proposal tool for the Cynthia 
Krieg Watershed Stewardship Fund 
program, and an online permit 
application form is in the works. 
The District’s website received 
more than 65,000 page views in 

the third quarter.

The Education program is currently 
reviewing applications for the 
Cynthia Krieg Watershed Stewardship 
fund, a $100,000 grant program 
that helps groups pay for projects 
that protect clean water. The MCWD 
received 24 creative proposals. 
Funding decisions will be made in 
December. 

The NOAA Stormwater Adaptation 
study wrapped up in August and 
Education Manager Leslie Yetka 
presented the preliminary findings 
at the International Low Impact 
Development Symposium in St. 
Paul. The study, funded by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, looked at how to adapt stormwater infrastructure 
in the face of a changing climate. Yetka also helped plan the 
annual Clean Water Summit, which drew more than 150 people to 

the Minnesota Landscape 
Arboretum to learn about 
the role of people in clean 
water. 

The first class of the Master 
Water Stewards completed 
their coursework and 
began working on their 
final capstone projects, 
including community 
outreach campaigns and 
installing stormwater best 
management practices. 
The program is modeled 
after the successful Master 
Gardener program and trains 
volunteers to educate their 

neighbors about reducing runoff and build runoff prevention 
projects. Learn more at www.masterwaterstewards.org. 

Regulatory: 
Manager: Chris Meehan | 952-641-4506 | cmeehan@minnehahacreek.org

There are several new housing developments getting 
underway in the western end of the watershed. Staff are 
working with developers to make it as easy as possible to 
follow the rules and avoid impacting nearby lakes, streams 
and wetlands. 

Some construction in the District requires the builder to 
install features that protect water quality, like raingardens, 
wetland buffers or stormwater ponds. Hundreds of these 
features have been installed in the last several years and 
MCWD staff are checking to see that they are still functioning 
and properly maintained.

Master Water Stewards learning about water-friendly landscaping features

More than 120 people attended the 2013 Watershed Heroes awards

Chris Meehan


