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The City of Minneapolis has land in the Minnehaha Creek subwatershed.  In addition to the 
general requirements for Local Management Plans, the following items must be addressed in the 
city’s Local Plan. 

 
Phosphorus Load Reduction 
The Local Plan must include strategies and specific steps for the achievement of the following 
load reductions assigned to the City of Minneapolis.  These strategies may include operational, 
land use, and capital improvements implemented since 2000, and those planned for the future.  
The Plan must also include a provision for annually reporting progress towards this goal. 
 
Table 1.  Required Annual Phosphorus Load Reductions, City of Minneapolis (in pounds). 
Receiving Water Annual Reduction Receiving Water Annual Reduction 
Brownie 2 Hiawatha 30 
Calhoun 35 Diamond 84 
Cedar 4 Nokomis 24 
Harriet 28 Creek Direct US of Nokomis 73 
Isles 23 Creek Direct DS of Nokomis 18 

Total 92 Total 229 
 

Figure 1.  Subwatershed drainage areas and reported or modeled drainage issues. 



Landlocked Basins 
The HHPLS identified no landlocked subwatershed units in the city, although there may be small 
subdrainage areas that do not outlet except during infrequent events.  The Local Plan must 
identify any significant non-outletting areas discuss and incorporate strategies to minimize new 
volumes and address any flooding issues.     
 
Flooding or Modeled High Water Locations 
The HHPLS identified fourteen specific locations in Minneapolis where there are known or 
modeled flooding issues (see Figure 1 and Table 2).  The Local Plan must: identify these and any 
other known flooding areas; evaluate the associated risks to public health, safety, and property; 
assess whether the risk of occasional flooding is acceptable; and set forth a plan to address the 
flooding issues.   
 
Table 2.  Known or modeled flooding issues, City of Minneapolis (source: HHPLS). 
Description Modeled Event Description Modeled Event 
Bank flooding around Newton 
Ave footbridge 

100-year, 
snowmelt 12th Ave S bridge 100-year, 

snowmelt 
Overflow pipe bypassing Calhoun 
wetland 

1.5-year, 100-
year, snowmelt 14th Ave s footbridge 1.5-year, 100-

year, snowmelt 
Overflow pipe from Calhoun 
Wetland to Calhoun 

1.5-year, 100-
year, snowmelt Cedar Ave S bridge 100-year 

Trail over channel between 
Harriet and Minnehaha Creek 100-year Park/Longfellow Ave S 

footbridge 
100-year, 
snowmelt 

Fremont Ave S footbridge 1.5-year, 100-
year, snowmelt 4 golf course footbridges 1.5-year, 100-

year, snowmelt 

Stevens Ave S 100-year 3rd footbridge DS of Falls 100-year, 
snowmelt 

Tarrymoore/Clinton Ave S 
footbridge 

100-year, 
snowmelt 6th footbridge DS of Falls 100-year 

E Minnehaha Pkwy bridge near 
50th St 100-year   

 
 
Flow Velocity and Erosion 
The HHPLS identified nine locations where the model indicates existing and future high pipe 
peak flow velocities may require erosion control measures or energy dissipaters at inlets and 
outlets (see Figure 1 and Table 3).  The Local Plan must assess the need for erosion control at 
this location and any other locations where excessive velocities may be contributing to localized 
erosion.   
 
Table 3.  Known or modeled peak pipe flow velocities issues, City of Minneapolis (source: HHPLS). 
Description Modeled Event Description Modeled Event 
MC-120 stormsewer outfall into 
Lake of the Isles 

100-year MC-135 stormsewer outfall into 
Minnehaha Creek DS of Pleasant 

1.5-year, 100-
year 

MC-123 stormsewer outfall into 
Calhoun 

100-year MC-142 stormsewer outfall into 
Diamond 

100-year 

MC-128 stormsewer outfall into 
Harriet 

100-year MC-143 stormsewer outfall into 
Diamond 

100-year 

MC-134 stormsewer outfall into 
Minnehaha Creek DS of Lyndale 

1.5-year, 100-
year 

MC-147 stormsewer outfall into 
Minnehaha Creek DS of 
Minnehaha Pkwy bridge near 
Oakland Ave 

100-year 



Land Conservation 

 
Within Minneapolis the Key Conservation Areas are mainly park lands adjacent to Minnehaha 
Creek and the Chain of Lakes.  The Local Plan must identify these areas and the strategies the 
city will use in partnership with the Park Board to protect and conserve the hydrologic and 
ecologic values of these areas.    
 
Operations and Maintenance: Previous Projects 
The District has previously constructed several pond projects in the city, including Cedar 
Meadows, Lake Calhoun, and Lake Nokomis ponds.   The District is responsible for routine 
inspection and monitoring, debris and trash removal, erosion repair, and sediment removal. 
 
Potential Capital Projects 
A number of potential capital projects have been identified within the city, including stream 
restorations on Minnehaha Creek, installation of regional infiltration opportunities, and 
improvements in the Minnehaha Falls Glen and Gorge (see Figure 3).   The subwatershed units 
identified as likely locations for regional infiltration are those where modeling indicates volume 
reduction could have the most impact on reducing Creek peak flows, or where there are existing 
flooding  or stormwater management issues.  The Plan should acknowledge how the City intends 
to work together with the Park Board and the District to identify and evaluate potential projects. 

Figure 2.  Key Conservation Areas identified in the City of Minneapolis and adjacent areas. 



 
Other Issues 
Three county ditches in the city – CD #14, #17, and #29 – have been converted to local storm 
sewer and no longer perform their historic function.  The Board of Managers is interested in 
discussing turnback of these ditches to the local communities, Minneapolis, St. Louis Park, and 
Edina.   
 
For those lakes in the watershed included in the Nine Lakes TMDL, it is the intent of this Plan 
that the lake nutrient goals, capital improvements program, operating programs, and watershed 
nutrient reduction goals of this Plan be the same as the Nine Lakes TMDL.   If that 2004 draft is 
amended prior to finalization, then those changes would be adopted in this Plan.   Once the 
TMDL is finalized and approved by the MPCA and EPA, the City would have 18 months to 
revise its NPDES permit to include those activities.   
 
Cities must prepare and submit annually to the District, in a format approved by the MPCA and 
District, a report detailing actions taken in the previous year to implement the requirements of 
the WRMP.



 Figure 3.    Previous and potential capital projects in the City of Minnepaolis. 


