
 

 School may be soon out for summer but for the MCWD’s scientists and researchers, 
it’s the busiest time of the year.  The mission of the MCWD is to protect the health of the 
lakes, streams and wetlands within our boundaries. To do that, we need to scientifically 
understand the health of those water bodies. 
 
 Research and monitoring are core functions of the MCWD. 
The data we collect helps decide where to build projects, what 
types of improvements a water body needs, and where to target 
education. It also helps us and our partners understand how well 
our projects and programs are performing. 
 
 Each year MCWD staff regularly collect water samples 
from more than 80 sites across the watershed. Water quality 
specialists  test for water clarity, algae-causing nutrients, 
chemical pollutants, temperature and other health indicators. 
This information is analyzed and released each spring as part 
of the MCWD Annual Lake Grades report, which gives lake users 
a sense of the health of their lake and how it is trending. For 
example, lakes with an A grade are fully healthy and can be enjoyed for recreation without 
hesitation. D’s and F’s indicate that the lake has severe algae and other health problems 
and usually aren’t suitable for boating, swimming or fishing. You can find the Lake Grades 
report at www.minnehahacreek.org/data-center. 
 
 We share the data with the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and its public 
database, and will soon launch our own public database of historical water quality 
information. We also recruit volunteers to monitor their own lakes. Learn about our Citizen 
Lake Monitoring Initiative at www.minnehahacreek.org/what-can-i-do. 
 
 This information influences decisions and helps us keep track of our progress. 
For example, the District’s work in the Six Mile Creek subwatershed aims to improve 
Halsted Bay’s water quality grade (D), which is among the worst in the District. Among the 
projects planned for this area is the restoration of more than 200 acres of steeply-sloped 
agricultural land that drains directly into Six Mile Creek.  Returning the former cropland 
to native prairie and oak savanna could reduce algae growth by hundreds of thousands of 
pounds each year. 
 
 Finally, a word about our scientists. Not only are they smart, they’re tough!  
Science does not wait for pleasant summer afternoons.  Our scientists are on the lake in 
cold, windy and sometimes snowy weather.  You can also find them  hiking in wetlands and 
brush during the hottest and most humid dog days of summer.  The work of the MCWD is 
based on sound science, which requires solid data and hard work. By tracking the health 
of the lakes, streams and wetlands in our care, we can make the best decisions about how 
to protect them now and in the future. 

- Eric Evenson
eevenson@minnehahacreek.org

WE’RE MOVING!
As of July 1, 2013, the MCWD’s offices will 
be located at:

15320 Minnetonka Blvd
Minnetonka, MN 55345

The new office is located about two miles 
east on Minnetonka Boulevard from the 
District’s current home.

UPCOMING  
EVENTS
Board meetings and workshops are held at 
the MCWD offices (18202 Minnetonka Blvd, 
Deephaven, MN 55391) and begin at 6:45 
p.m. Find more information at 
minnehahacreek.org/events 

May 2 – Planning and Policy; Operations 
and Maintenance Committees
May 9 – Board of Managers Meeting
May 14 – Early Detection AIS Monitoring 
Volunteer Training
May 16 – Citizens Advisory Committee
May 23 – Board of Managers Meeting

June 6 – Planning and Policy; Operations 
and Maintenance Committees
June 13 – Board of Managers Meeting
June 20 – Citizens Advisory Committee
June 27 – Board of Managers Meeting
June 30 – Annual Minnehaha Creek Cleanup
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Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS): 
Manager: Craig Dawson 
952-471-8306 | cdawson@minnehahacreek.org

Water Quality:
Water Quality Specialists:
Kelly Dooley | 952-641-4515 | kdooley@minnehahacreek.org
Yvette Christianson | 952-641-4514 | ychristianson@minnehahacreek.org

Water Quality staff began their 
seasonal stream monitoring on 
April 8. Staff added an eleventh 
monitoring site to Minnehaha Creek 
and added three sites along Six 
Mile Creek. The District monitors 
45 stream sites across the District. 
Monitoring of 53 lake sites will 
begin when the ice has melted, 
likely in May. 

Monitoring data is assembled and 
analyzed for long-term trends and 
made available to the public in the 
annual monitoring report. Staff 
follow strict protocols to prevent 
sampling equipment and vehicles from transporting invasive species 
from an infested water body. 

Staff are finishing up the 
2012 Annual Water Quality 
Report, which includes the 
MCWD’s annual lake grades. 
The grades will be released 
in May. The 2012 lake 
water quality grades will be 
grouped by subwatershed -- 
smaller, connected drainage 
areas within the MCWD -- to 
better show the relationship 
between connected water 
bodies and land use. 

As part of the District’s 
focus on improving the Six 

Mile Creek Subwatershed, the department is increasing 
its monitoring of the creek and in Halsted Bay, where the 
creek drains. This includes aquatic plant surveys and a 
water level gauge in Halsted Bay and a flow gauge in Six 
Mile Creek. 

The MCWD’s AIS Task Force 
completed a draft of the District’s 
Long Term AIS Management 
Plan which, once finalized, will 
become part of the MCWD’s 10-
year comprehensive plan. The 
task force’s members include a 
variety of stakeholders, including 
residents, business owners, 
anglers, park officials and lake 
associations. You can find the plan 
at www.minnehahacreek.org. 

The AIS program is working to 
expand the watercraft inspection 
program, now in its second year. 
This season the MCWD will fund 
roaming inspectors rotating 
between several lakes -- Pierson, Wasserman, Parley, Virginia, 
Auburn, Zumbra, Steiger -- that previously had no inspectors present. 
The District will provide cost-share funding for inspections at Lake 
Minnetonka, Christmas Lake, Lake Minnewashta and the Minneapolis 
Chain of Lakes.

The District is empowering 
citizens to keep an eye 
on their lake with the 
Volunteer AIS Monitoring 
program. The new program 
trains volunteers on how 
to spot new infestations. 
Early detection and rapid 
response has the potential 
to thwart full-blown 
infestations. 

The MCWD Board of 
Managers approved another 
year of the Milfoil Weevil 
Bio-Control study. The 
MCWD is investigating the 
effectiveness of the milfoil 

weevil beetle in controlling Eurasian watermilfoil. The 
tiny beetles feed primarily on the invasive plant and are 
not a nuisance to humans. This season the study will 
be conducted in Christmas Lake and Lake Minnetonka’s 
Veteran’s Cove, near Big Island. 

Water quality staff regularly sample more than 80 sites across the watershed

AIS Inspector at Lake Minnewashta



Planning, Projects and Land Conservation: 
Manager: James Wisker 
952-641-4509 | jwisker@minnehahacreek.org

Operations and Maintenance:
Manager: Renae Clark 
952-641-4510 | rclark@minnehahacreek.org 

The District completed a majority of the work on a major restoration 
of Minnehaha Creek through St. Louis Park. The project restored 3,000 
feet of creek by adding curves and connecting it to the surrounding 
wetlands. The new channel went online in early March. Vegetation 
maintenance will begin in the spring. Two new stormwater ponds will 
treat urban stormwater runoff and remove direct discharges to the 
creek. District staff are working with the City of St. Louis Park to 
plan a trail system through the area. 

The MCWD Board of Managers voted to keep a historic 
barn and silo on the site of the Six Mile Marsh Prairie 
Restoration in Minnetrista. The project will restore 
more than 100 acres of steeply-sloped agricultural land 
to native wetland, prairie and oak savanna vegetation 
communities, while preserving over 100 acres of the Six 
Mile Marsh wetlands. It will  virtually stop polluted runoff 
and sediment  from entering into Six Mile Marsh, which 
drains to Lake Minnetonka’s Halsted Bay. 

Work on the restoration of Minnehaha Creek through an 
Edina neighborhood got underway in February. The project 
is focused on restoring a native buffer along Minnehaha 
Creek on 16 single family home sites in Edina. The work 
so far involved crews replacing a retaining wall with a 
vegetated rock wall and hauling in equipment while the 
creek is still frozen. Planting will occur this spring. 

In June, several of the District’s stormwater ponds will 
be surveyed to determine if any sediment needs to be 
removed. Staff will also conduct controlled burns at several 
sites throughout the District to improve vegetation health 
and eliminate invasive plants. 

While Minnehaha Creek is one of 
the Twin Cities’ most valued natural 
resources, it often looks more like a 
bed of sand than a creek. Frequent 
dry periods have reduced the flow 
of water in the creek to a trickle  in 
nine of the past 13 years, hurting 
both its ecological and cultural value. 
The Planning department is currently 
in its second year of studying the 
creek’s flow patterns to learn how 
the District might encourage a more 
consistent presence of water in this 
iconic waterway. 

District planners have partnered with the Mississippi Watershed 
Management Organization (MWMO) and University of Minnesota to 
see if there are ways to improve this “base” flow. They are researching 
the interaction between the creek and the groundwater reservoirs 

below to determine where 
the creek is receiving 
groundwater, and where it 
is losing water. 
 
The research will help the 
District decide whether 
it can boost the “base” 
flow in certain sections 
by collecting stormwater 
runoff and letting it seep 
into the ground.
 
 Researchers are also 
determining what 

percentage of the creek’s water comes from its three main 
sources - Lake Minnetonka, stormwater, and ground water 
– and  tracking any changes from the winter until after 
the spring melt.

Dried up stretch of Minnehaha Creek in 2012

Aerial shot of the Minnehaha Creek Restoration in St. Louis Park. This stretch of creek was 
previously a series of straightened channels. Photo copyright Erdahl Aerial Photos.



Communications: 
Manager: Telly Mamayek | 952-641-4508 | tmamayek@minnehahacreek.org

Education:
Manager: Leslie Yetka | 952-641-4524 | lyetka@minnehahacreek.org 

The Communications Department led a two-month 
effort to collect feedback from residents on how the 
District can better protect the lakes, streams and 
wetlands within its boundaries. The “Weigh in on Clean 
Water” initiative included a series of open houses and 
an interactive website that encouraged input to help 
guide the District’s future programs and priorities.

The department hosted three events for the public and 
one for government officials. The meetings featured 
informational tables and handouts, presentations from 
MCWD staff and Board members, a question-and-answer 
session, and a survey. Those who could not attend the events 
were able to learn more about the District and take the survey at  
www.WeighInOnCleanWater.com. Staff is now analyzing the feedback 
and will release a summary report in May. 

Staff is promoting the third year of the MCWD’s 
Cost Share program, which provides funding 
assistance for water-friendly landscaping. 
Outreach has included articles in city and 
neighborhood newsletters, a press release, 
weekly social media posts and a revamped 
web page.  

The department revised the “Projects” section 
of the website (www.minnehahacreek.org/
project) to be more contextual, organized, 
informative and up-to-date. Planning is 

underway for the 2013 Minnehaha Creek Cleanup on June 30  
in Minneapolis. Staff is preparing for one of the 
largest turnouts yet. Learn more and register at  
www.minnehahacreek.org/CleanUp.

In February the Education department announced the new Master 
Water Stewards program, modeled after the successful Master 
Gardener and Master Naturalist programs. In partnership with the 
Freshwater Society, the initiative will train volunteers to educate 
their neighbors about reducing runoff and build runoff prevention 
projects, such as rain gardens and permeable pavement driveways. 

The MCWD secured a Clean Water Assistance Grant from the 
Minnesota Board of Soil and Water resources. During the first year 
of the pilot in 2013, the program will focus on the Minneapolis 
neighborhoods surrounding Minnehaha Creek and the Chain of 
Lakes.  In the second year, the program will expand to additional 
neighborhoods in Minneapolis and first- ring suburbs, including 

Edina, St. Louis Park, Hopkins and Richfield.  In the third 
year, the program will expand to the rest of the Minnehaha 
Creek Watershed District.

The department hosted a final meeting for its stormwater 
adaptation study in January, wrapping up a series of 
work sessions. Participants learned the results of the 
study -- which looks at how stormwater infrastructure 
must be adapted for a changing climate -- and decided 
on actions for the future. Learn more about the study at  
www.minnehahacreek.org/WET. 

Regulatory: 
Manager: 
Steve Christopher | 952-641-4506 | schristopher@minnehahacreek.org
As construction season begins, MCWD 
staff are inspecting construction sites 
across the District to ensure that 
builders are properly managing erosion 
from their site that can pollute nearby 
waters. 

The department hired a Regulatory 
Clerk in March to handle routine permit 
applications, freeing up technical staff 
to devote more time to inspections. 
Staff also educate developers and 
landowners on post-construction work 
that protects water bodies, such as 
stormwater management practices 
and wetland buffers. 

On March 28, the District held a public hearing on two proposed 
changes to its stormwater rules. Both rule changes were required 

by the state Board of Water 
& Soil Resources (BSWR). The 
Appropriations Rule regulates 
the pumping of public 
water in Hennepin County. 
The Illicit Discharge Rule 
prohibits direct discharging 
of pollutants into waters. 
Both revisions bring the 
District’s rules in line with 
existing state laws. 

Staff continue to work with 
recipients of Low Impact 
Development (LID) grants, 

which offer assistance to developers who go above and 
beyond the District’s rules. Learn more about this program at  
www.minnehahacreek.org/LID. 

MCWD Representatives inspecting a construction site


