
Two open houses have been scheduled 
to provide more information about the 
coordinated projects occuring around 
Minnehaha Creek, including the FEMA repairs, 
MPRB's Minnehaha Parkway Regional Trail 
Master Plan, and the City of Minneapolis' 
Southwest Harriet Flood Study:

• Thursday, April 12, 6:00 - 8:00pm 
Lake Nokomis Recreation Center

• Tuesday, April 17, 6:00 - 8:00pm 
Lynnhurst Recreation Center

The MCWD Board of Managers will host a 
public hearing and will be requested to order 
the Minnehaha Creek FEMA Repair Project on 
Thursday, April 26, 7:00pm at the MCWD Office.
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OVERVIEW

In 2014, the Twin Cities saw the wettest first half of the year since 
modern day record keeping began in 1871, with June 2014 being 
the wettest month on record. Coupled with a long winter and 
late snowmelt, this extreme precipitation led to a record flow on 
Minnehaha Creek and prolonged flooding throughout most of 
the spring and summer.

In the fall of 2014, MCWD completed a flood damage assessment 
of Minnehaha Creek. Since the 2014 flooding affected the entire 
state, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
issued a declaration of emergency for all of Minnesota. MCWD 
was awarded $500,000 from FEMA to address flood damage 
along the creek.

MCWD shares the responsibility for improving environmental 
quality in and around Minnehaha Creek with the City of 
Minneapolis and the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 
(MPRB). All three agencies recognize the benefit of working 
in close partnership to use the FEMA funds for improving 
Minnehaha Creek's resilience against future flooding.

In 2017, MCWD, the City of Minneapolis, and MPRB signed a 
memorandum of understanding to formalize their partnership 
and coordinate and leverage investments in a way that would 
achieve the goals of all three agencies, including repairing 
erosion caused by flood damage, improving water quality, and 
improving access to the creek, all while minimizing disruptions 
for the public. The FEMA repairs along Minnehaha Creek are 
being coordinated with the City of Minneapolis' Southwest 
Harriet Flood Study, the MPRB's Southwest Service Area Master 
Plan and Minnehaha Parkway Regional Trail Master Plan. 

May - June 2018:  
Design of FEMA repairs for 13 sites

July 2018:  
Solicit bids for constructing FEMA repairs

August 2018:  
Select contractor to construct FEMA repairs

September 2018 - June 2019:  
Construct FEMA repairs

PROPOSED TIMELINE




