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UPCOMING
EVENTS
Board meetings and workshops held at
the MCWD offices and begin at 6:45
p.m. Dates and times are subject to
change. Find more information at
minnehahacreek.org/events
Feb. 20 - Clean Water Open House,
Victoria
Feb. 20 - Citizens Advisory Committee
Feb. 23 - 2013 Watershed Solutions
Summit, Bloomington
Feb. 24 - Home Remodeling Fair,
Hopkins
Feb. 28 - Board Meeting
March 7 - Planning and Policy;
Operations and Programs committees
March 13 - Clean Water Open House
(Excelsior)
March 14 - Board Workshop
March 14 - Summer Turf Grass
Maintenance Training, Shorewood
March 21 - Citizens Advisory
Committee
March 28 - Board Meeting
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Administrator

At the Minnehaha Creek Watershed District (MCWD) we serve a diverse group of
people and organizations interested in clean water. We protect and enhance the lakes,
streams and wetlands in 29 communities in two counties, stretching from the wellestablished urban areas of south Minneapolis to the agricultural landscape of Watertown
Township, with suburbs, exurbs, and lake communities in between. As such, it’s important
to occasionally check in with our residents to make sure we understand the challenges
facing our communities.
So we are asking you to share your thoughts on our future
activities. We are hosting three “Clean Water Open Houses”
throughout February and March to learn what you think about
clean water issues in your community and what the District
can do to help address those challenges.
Is it more boat inspections to stop aquatic invasive
species? Additional natural resource infrastructure projects?
Increased enforcement of land development activities? Or,
perhaps it’s more community education, additional grant
programs or increased research and monitoring data. On a
Administrator Eric Evenson general level, we want to know what aspects of protecting
clean water are most important to you and where and how you
would like the MCWD to focus its resources.
The Clean Water Open Houses are spread out across the District:
• February 13 at the Bakken Museum, Minneapolis
• February 20 at Victoria City Hall
• March 13 at the Freshwater Society, Orono
Each open house runs from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. with a short presentation at 7 p.m.
Residents will learn how the District operates and why, and have opportunities for
questions and discussion.
People who cannot attend the meetings can learn more and take an online survey at
www.WeighInOnCleanWater.com. We will carefully review the responses and report back
in the spring on what we’ve learned and next steps.
The MCWD is committed to improving how we protect and manage the surface water
issues most critical to our communities and residents. Whether it’s online or at our Clean
Water Open Houses, we look forward to hearing from you!
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eevenson@minnehahacreek.org

Communications

Water Quality
Kelly Dooley
Water Quality Specialist II
952-641-4515
kdooley@minnehahacreek.org
The Water Quality department is synthesizing and analyzing
the lake and stream monitoring data it collected during
2012 for its annual report.
MCWD staff collect water quality data from 27 bays on
Lake Minnetonka, 11 upper watershed lakes and 18 limited
access lakes that require a canoe. Twenty-five other lakes
are monitored by the Minneapolis Park and Recreation
Board, Three Rivers Park Board, Metropolitans Council’s
Environmental Services’ Citizens Assisted Monitoring
Program and MCWD’s Citizen Lake Monitoring Initiatives.

Yvette Christianson
Water Quality Specialist II
952-641-4514
ychristianson@minnehahacreek.org

Highlights of 2012:

• Issued the 2011 lake water quality grades, which
showed that water quality in 2011 held steady compared
to previous years
• Completed the third year of a four-year study on
Biomanipulation treatment on Lake Nokomis
• Began investigating new methods for evaluating and
grading the health of the watershed
• Wrapped up a six-year study of the effectiveness of
herbicide treatment to reduce curly-leaf pondweed in
Gleason Lake
• Water Quality Specialist Yvette Christianson presented
to the University of Minnesota Water Resources
Conference in October about the District’s initiatives to
reduce the invasive plant curlyleaf pondweed in Gleason
Lake

Telly Mamayek
Communications Director
952-641-4508
tmamayek@minnehahacreek.org
To learn more about the water
quality issues most important
to MCWD residents, the
Communications department
has launched the “Weigh in
on Clean Water” initiative.
Through a series of open
houses and an interactive
website, the District is
receiving input to help guide
its future programs and
priorities.
The department planned three events for the public, spaced
across the watershed, and one for elected and appointed
officials and staff of government organizations. Each event
includes informational tables on the District’s programs,
a presentation of the District’s history and activities, a
question-and-answer period, and an informal survey. The
website www.WeighInOnCleanWater.com also includes an
overview of the District and the same survey, for those
unable to attend an Open House.
Once all the responses have been received, the District will
carefully review the results and report back on what it has
learned and next steps.

Water Qualtiy Assistant Zac Granata testing for temperature,
conductivity, PH, and dissolved oxygen in Gray’s Bay.

• Was the lead organizer of the 2012 Minnesota AIS
Symposium, which featured national, state and local
AIS experts who presented the latest research and
management approaches. More than 200 people attended
the two-day event in St. Paul.

Water quality sampling also is conducted at 40 monitoring
locations across 10 District streams, including 10
monitoring locations along Minnehaha Creek.
Staff use data on water clarity, algae growth and nutrients
to determine nutrient loading and lake water quality
grades, which are released each spring.

The 2012 Minnesota AIS Symposium

• Bolstered AIS communication with new monthly “AIS
E-Update” e-mails, a new AIS section on the website, and
a variety of fact sheets, brochures, signage and visibility
tools
• Engaged community leaders with presentations to
Rotary Clubs and Chambers of Commerce throughout the
District
• Held the sixth
annual Minnehaha
Creek Cleanup in
July. More than 600
people volunteered
to collect two
tons of trash.
U.S. Senator Amy
Klobuchar made her
third consecutive
Volunteers at the 2012 Creek Cleanup
appearance as the
event’s self-proclaimed “Grand Marshal of Trash” and
helped hand out prizes, including a Leinenkugel’s canoe.
Improved logistical support by providing a printed and
digital map of clean-up sites, a phone number help line
and a staff person on each bus.

Informational tables at a Weigh in on Clean Water event

Highlights of 2012:
Yvette Christianson monitoring Minnehaha Creek.

Removing curly leaf pondweed from Gleason Lake.

• Issued 26 news releases and was mentioned in 341 news
stories

• Hosted the 2012 Watershed Heroes Awards in October,
where more than 120 people attended. The awards honor
those who make significant contributions to clean water.
Retiring state Sen. Gen Olson emceed the event. Staff
created a series of posters highlighting the history of the
watershed in honor of the MCWD’s 45th Anniversary.

Planning

Education
Leslie Yetka
Education Manager
952-641-4524
lyetka@minnehahacreek.org
The Education Program awarded six grants through the
Cynthia Krieg Watershed Stewardship Fund. The program
funds projects that protect clean water through education
and innovation.

• Hosted four “Stormwater U” workshops, which attracted
more than 200 people and ranged from an introduction
to basic stormwater management concepts to advanced
techniques on design, installation and maintenance of
stormwater best management practices
• Attended 15 community events, reaching more than
1,600 people

Among the projects funded are a place-based game concept
that engages communities within the watershed about
clean water and the interconnectivity of our watershed,
a bilingual English-Spanish water quality curriculum at El
Colegio Charter School in Minneapolis that will involve
student to student teaching and community events, and
an effort to organize local congregations to install waterfriendly landscaping and adopt water-conscious activities.
It also secured a Clean Water Assistance Grant for a Master
Water Stewards program, similar to “Master Gardeners”,
which will certify water stewards who will build waterfriendly projects and educate their communities about
clean water issues.

Highlights of 2012:
• Conducted outreach for a major study looking at local
stormwater infrastructure and changing precipitation
patterns, funded by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA). Staff kept a variety of stakeholders
abreast of the progress, published a project newsletter and
hosted multiple forums and workshops to receive input
from stakeholders.

James Wisker
Director of Planning
952-641-4509
jwisker@minnehahacreek.org
Construction is set to begin soon on a streambank
improvement project in Edina, which will use native
plantings to stabilize the banks of Minnehaha Creek.
Seventeen homeowners have volunteered to let the District
install plantings on their property, covering more than
2,000 feet of streambank. The restored streambanks will
reduce erosion, catch stormwater, improve habitat, and
make a more attractive creek corridor.
While the creek is still frozen, crews will replace a concrete
retaining wall with a vegetated rock wall and haul in
materials that would be hard to transport once the ice
melts. Vegetation planting will begin this spring.

Education staff members Leslie Yetka and Mallory Anderson
teach school children about clean water issues

MCWD staff are also working with the City of Edina and
residents on potential opportunities for future restoration
work upstream at Arden Park.

• Conducted a study focusing on communities in the
stretch of Minnehaha Creek in Hopkins and St. Louis
Park where the District is building multiple projects. In
partnership with the University of Minnesota, the study
looks at attitudes and perceptions of water quality issues
in this unique area.

2012 Clean Water Summit

• Worked with cities to develop plans for meeting
Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) requirements, which
are benchmarks for water quality set by the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency. Staff act as a liaison between
the MPCA and cities, ensuring clear communication and
helping develop ideas.
• Conducted an assessment of small
streams throughout the watershed.
Staff re-assessed larger streams last
checked in 2003 and mapped the
area’s smaller streams for the first
time. The results will improve the
District’s models of the watershed
and find opportunities for future
improvements.
• Began an in-depth study of the Six
stream assessment
Mile Creek subwatershed, which sits
southwest of Lake Minnetonka and contains a series of
interconnected lakes and streams that eventually drain
into Lake Minnetonka’s Halsted Bay.

• Hosted five technical workshops and trainings

Participants at a stormwater adaptation study workshop

• Made significant progress on the Minnehaha Creek
Restoration initiative through Hopkins and St. Louis Park.
Planned and built a re-meander of 1,000 feet of creek in
St. Louis Park (see the Operations and Maintenance section
for more information), part of an anticipated linear park
that will stretch from Blake Road to Louisiana Avenue.

Staff conducting a

• Helped with the creation and/or development of
citizen-led lake and stream organizations through the
Watershed Association Initiative

• In September, co-hosted the 2012 Clean Water Summit
along with the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, where
more than 230 people packed the auditorium to learn
about the important role of soil in providing clean water

Highlights of 2012:

Before and after (artist rendering) of a restored streambank in Edina

• Finalized designs for the first phase of restoration on
Long Lake Creek, which flows from Long Lake to Lake
Minnetonka’s Tanager Bay. Construction is scheduled
for 2013 and will include stabilization of two sections
of eroding streambank and restoration of a ditched
wetland. These are the first projects in a suite of potential
improvements the District identified for Long Lake Creek in
2010.

Long Lake Creek

Operations & Maintenance
Renae Clark
Projects Manager
952-641-4510
rclark@minnehahacreek.org

Aquatic Invasive Species

Highlights of 2012

• Awarded the design contract for the Six Mile Marsh Prairie
Restoration in Minnetrista and held a public meeting to discuss
the plans with the community. Restoration on the more-than-200
acres of rolling agricultural land that drains to Six Mile Marsh and
Halsted Bay will begin in Spring 2013.

Craig Dawson
AIS Director
952-471-8306
cdawson@minnehahacreek.org

Crews began construction on a re-meander of Minnehaha
Creek in St. Louis Park in December. The project, which
restores 4,500 feet of creek from Louisiana Avenue to
Meadowbrook Road, will return curves to the straightened
channel and restore surrounding wetland area. Returning
the creek to a more natural shape will slow the water,
reduce erosion and create habitat. It will also manage
approximately 100 acres of previously untreated stormwater
runoff.
The project also includes the construction of two
stormwater ponds, trails and canoe landings. The new
stream channel is expected to be on line by spring 2013.

In December the Board of Managers approved enhanced AIS
prevention and management measures for 2013, and did so
without a previously-considered levy increase.
The plan includes
• increased grant funding to local governments for
watercraft inspections;
• two roaming inspectors to serve other publicly-accessible
lakes that don’t have an ongoing inspector presence;
• grant funding for boat cleaning stations in the District;
• expansion of the District’s zebra mussel monitoring
program to all major lakes within the District and creation
of a volunteer monitoring program to help spot new
infestations;
• enhanced education and outreach efforts.

Site of the Six Mile Marsh Prairie Restoration

• Installed an innovative sand/iron filter system to improve
water quality in Minnetrista’s Dutch Lake by removing dissolved
phosphorus
• Restored a stream and stormwater pond outlet in Plymouth’s
Chelsea Woods neighborhood

Highlights of 2012:

• Hired Craig Dawson in
February to help lead the
District’s AIS prevention
and management efforts.
Craig has a 32-year career
in city management across
the Twin Cities, including
seven years as Shorewood
Craig Dawson being interviewed by
KARE 11’s Belinda Jensen
City Manager and four
years as Excelsior City Manager.

• Installed raingardens in the South Saunders Lake Neighborhood
in Minnetrista to reduce nutrient pollution in Saunders Lake
• Renovated the Lake Nokomis Weir in Minneapolis to make it
more reliable and less expensive to maintain

Re-meandering Minnehaha Creek in St. Louis Park

• Opened Gray’s Bay dam on May 25 and closed it August
20, following the operation procedure set by the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources.

Regulatory
Steve Christopher
Regulatory Manager
952-641-4506
schristopher@minnehahacreek.org
The Regulatory Program drafted two new rules required
by state law and is accepting public comments on them
until March 3.
The “Appropriations Rule” deals with drawing water
from lakes, streams and wetlands and is required by the
Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources. It doesn’t
apply to large water bodies of a certain size, including
Lake Minnetonka and Minnehaha Creek. It also doesn’t
require a permit for people who draw small amounts of
water that do not negatively impact a the water body.

Highlights of 2012:

The rule would fill a gap in the current Department of Natural
Resources regulations, which only apply to large quantities of
pumping.

• Administered cost share grant programs to encourage the
installation of stormwater management practices such as
raingardens, shoreline/streambank plantings and pervious
paver driveways. Approved 33 grants
for $102,000 in the first year.

The “Illicit Discharge Detection &
Elimination” rule prevents direct
discharge of contaminants into Districtoperated ditches. It is consistent with
the rules of individual cities within
the District. The MCWD, which operates
seven ditches, is adopting the rule
per a requirement from the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency.
You can read the proposed rules and
provide feedback at
minnehahacreek.org, under the “Public
Hearing - District Proposed Rules” tab.

• Finished revising the Stormwater
Management and Administrative
Rules with input from surrounding
communities. The new rules went into
effect June 1.
• Worked on Low Impact Development
road reconstruction projects in
Excelsior, Minnetonka, and Wayzata.
A raingarden

• In March, Eric Fieldseth joined the MCWD as an AIS
Specialist to help implement the District’s AIS projects. Eric
previously worked in water resources for the Three Rivers
Park District.
• Helped fund boat inspection programs at Christmas Lake,
Lake Minnewashta, Lake Minnetonka, and the Minneapolis
Chain of Lakes
• Drafted a long-term AIS management plan that will
eventually be a chapter in the MCWD Comprehensive Plan.
The process was driven by an AIS Plan Task Force whose
members included a variety of stakeholders, including
residents, business owners, anglers, park officials and lake
associations.
• Studies:
+ Second year of a three-year zebra mussel
sampling study on Lake Minnetonka. Staff also monitor
Minnehaha Creek and several other lakes within the District
for the invasive mussel. There were no new zebra mussel
infestations in the MCWD in 2012, although the infestations
continued to intensify in Lake Minnetonka. The mussels
were discovered almost nine miles further downstream in
Minnehaha Creek than 2011.
+ Began a study on the effectiveness of the milfoil
weevil (a native beetle) in reducing Eurasian watermilfoil
+ Conducted the second year of removing flowering
rush by hand from Lake Minnetonka’s Smith’s Bay
+ Entered discussions with the U.S. Geological
Survey (USGS) about becoming a partner on the Survey’s
Zequanox treatment study. Zequanox is a non-chemical
treatment used to kill zebra mussels, which the USGS
tested last year in a laboratory environment in northwest
Minnesota.

• Increased post-construction compliance work, educating
developers and land owners on topics such as stormwater
management practices and wetland buffers.
• Helped fund a stormwater management project for a
five lot development in St. Louis Park, which took extra
measures to reduce runoff to Minnehaha Creek.
• Shared costs with the City of Mound for a road
reconstruction project that improves the city’s storm sewer
system.
• Conducted about 100 erosion control inspections per
month during the summer.

