Meeting: Board Meeting

MINNEHAHA CREEK Meeting date: 5/11/2023
WATERSHED DISTRICT Agenda Item #: 10.2
QUALITY OF WATER, QUALITY OF LIFE ltem type: Permlt ConS|derat|on
Title: Permit 23-040: 415 Blake Road- “Cottageville Phase Il Riparian Restoration”
Prepared by: Name: Abigail Ernst

Phone: 952-641-4504
aernst@minnehahacreek.org

Purpose: Present staff review of the 415 Blake Road- “Cottageville Phase Il Riparian Restoration” permit application for
Board of Managers consideration and review proposed conditions of approval.

Executive Summary:

The Minnehaha Creek Watershed District has applied for a permit for improvements to the “Gateway” parcel, which
includes construction of a partially sheltered plaza, rain gardens, and minimal pedestrian trails (Project). The
improvements are a part of the overall Cottageville Park Master Plan which was reviewed and approved by the District
Board of Managers in October of 2014.

MCWD has a long-standing policy to bring its own projects to the Board of Managers for permit approval.

The Project will trigger MCWD regulations for Erosion Control.
The Board will consider a decision on the permit application, including recommended conditions.

Project Summary:

Location:

415 Blake Road (Site) is located on the east side of the City of Hopkins next to Minnehaha Creek (Creek). The Site sits
across the creek from Cottageville Phase | (the portion of Cottageville park that has already been constructed) and
upstream of other District projects, including Minnehaha Creek Preserve and Methodist Hospital Campus.

History:
In 2010, pursuant to a cooperative agreement between the City of Hopkins (City) and the MCWD, the MCWD purchased

427-429 Blake Road, 415 Blake Road, and 1303 and 1305 Lake Street, which all sit on either side of Minnehaha Creek.
The agreement led to demolition of existing buildings on several of the properties and their integration with the
adjacent City property of Cottageville Park, to expand and improve the Park (“Cottageville Phase 1”). This work was
approved by the District Board of Managers under permit 14-208. The project included installation of regional
stormwater treatment beneath the park, creek buffer restoration, creek access, educational signage, community garden
space, walking paths, greenspace and overall landscaping, on the north side of Minnehaha Creek.

At the time, an existing commercial building and hard surface were removed from the 415 Blake Road parcel, but site
improvements were postponed.

Current Status:
Now that MCWD is moving forward on a nearby project at 325 Blake Road, it is also initiating the construction of

improvements at the Site, as a part of the District’s overall strategy to redevelop the creek corridor in this area.

Overall Site Description and Proposed Improvements Specific to the Project



https://www.minnehahacreek.org/about/newsroom/minutes/june-12-2014-board-minutes

The District stormwater rule states: “Activity subject to this rule on adjacent sites under common or related ownership
shall be considered in the aggregate, and the requirements applicable to the activity under this rule will be determined
with respect to all development that has occurred on a site, or on adjacent sites under common or related ownership,
since the date this rule took effect (January 2005).” The District acquired the 415 Blake Road parcel in conjunction with
the Cottageville Phase | project. Site demolition occurred in conjunction with demolition and preparation for the Phase |
project, but when Phase | was constructed in 2016, improvements on the Site were held in abeyance. However,
continuity in the District’s redevelopment intention has remained. In accordance with the District practice in applying
the above “common or related ownership” clause, permitting staff is treating the Site and the existing Cottageville Park
land as under common or related ownership for the purpose of the District rule, and further considering the site
impervious surface coverage existing at the time the District redevelopment plan was initiated as the “existing” baseline
to determine how the stormwater rule applies.

Historically, the Site contained a commercial structure and parking. Cottageville Phase 1 contained three single family
homes and two apartment buildings with associated parking.

The impervious surface area across both the Site and Cottageville Phase | is proposed to be reduced from 1.58 acres to
0.61 acres (see table below) and therefore is 61% less than the existing impervious. The project therefore is exempt
from the District’s Stormwater Management rule under section 2(c)(1).

The proposed Project includes a paved plaza, seating, a partial shelter, and mulch trails to allow for creek viewing. For
the purpose of the stormwater rule, only the paved plaza is considered to be impervious surface. Although stormwater
treatment is not required, it also includes two rain gardens that will capture and infiltrate runoff from the plaza area.

Site Size (ac)

Existing Impervious (ac)

Proposed Impervious (ac)

Cottageville Phase |

3.59

1.3

0.52

415 Blake Road

0.36

0.28

0.09

Total

3.95

1.58

0.61

District Rule Analysis:
The proposed project will trigger the MCWD Erosion Control rule. Based on review by District staff and engineer, the
Project meets all criteria in the rule. Below is a summary of the project compliance determination.

Erosion Control

The District’s Erosion Control rule requires a sediment and erosion control plan for a land disturbance greater than 5,000
square feet or excavation, fill, or stockpiling of 50 cubic yards of material. The Project is proposing approximately 15,604
square feet (~.36 acres) of land disturbance; therefore, the rule is triggered.

Per section 5(a) and 5(b) of the rule, an erosion and sediment control (ESC) plan has been provided and shows the
required erosion and sediment control best practices. This plan conforms to best practices to minimize the movement of
disturbed soils off site and prevent impacts to the creek.

Per section 6 of the rule, a geotechnical report and soil boring results have been provided. The geotechnical report and
soil borings confirm that there are no additional site concerns (such as increased erodibility concerns), that would
require special terms in the ESC plan.

Section 7 of the rule does not apply as additional information or data is not required to evaluate the application.

Section 8 of the rule and the District’s Financial Assurance Schedule do not apply as the District is the permittee.

In summary, the project meets the requirements of the Erosion Control rule.

Conclusion:


https://www.minnehahacreek.org/sites/minnehahacreek.org/files/attachments/6%20%20Rule%20-%20erosion%20control.pdf

At the May 11, 2023 Board Meeting, staff will present permit 23-040, for the construction of the Project, which is part of
the Cottageville Master Plan.

Staff recommends permit approval with the following conditions of permit issuance:
1. Submission of proof of NPDES permit

Supporting documents (list attachments):
e Site plans
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