
  
 

 

 Meeting: Board of Managers 
Meeting date: 02/22/24 

Agenda Item #: 11.2 
Request for Board Action  

 
 

Title: 
 

Approval of 90% Design Plans for the Cottageville Park Iron-Sand Filter Maintenance and 
Retrofit 
 

Resolution number: 
 

24-013 

Prepared by: 
 

Name: Josh Wolf  
Phone: 952-641-4588 
jwolf@minnehahacreek.org 
 

Reviewed by: Michael Hayman, Director of Project Planning 
Chuck Holtman, Legal Counsel 
 

Recommended action: Board approval of the 90% design for the 2024 90% design plans for the Cottageville Park 
Iron-Sand Filter Maintenance and Retrofit  
Board approval of project Disturbance and Restoration Terms.  
 

Schedule: September 2023 – Design begins 
December 2023 – January 2024 – Design review  
February 9, 2024 – Bid opening 
March 19, 2024 – Hopkins City Council awards bid 
Summer 2024 – Construction begins 
 

Budget considerations: Fund name and code: Project Maintenance & Land Management, 2003-4340 
Fund budget: $689,986.00 
Expenditures to date: $0 
 

 Res # 10-058  Approval of Cooperative Agreement between MCWD and City of 
Hopkins 

Res # 10-083 Approval of purchase for 427-429 Blake Road, Hopkins 
Res # 14-023 Cottageville Project Ordering 
Res # 14-027 Approval of Cooperative Agreement amendment, approval of BWSR 

grant agreement, and authorization of design contracts with Wenck 
Associates and Hart Howerton 

Res # 15-005 Authorization to Award Bid for Construction of Cottageville Park Phase 
1 Project and Enter Into Construction Oversight Contracts 

Res # 17-010 Approval of the City of Hopkins Regional Stormwater Plan for the 
stormwater facility at Cottageville Park and approval of an easement 
affording Hopkins all rights necessary to meet its inspection and 
maintenance obligations for the Cottageville Park stormwater 
management system 

 

Summary:  
In 2010, the City of Hopkins and MCWD entered into a cooperative agreement to expand and develop Cottageville Park 
to improve and integrate community park amenities with the riparian system for public recreation and education 
purposes, while also naturalizing and stabilizing the creek channel and providing regional stormwater treatment. The 
Cottageville Park Agreement, and subsequent amendments, defined the partnership roles and responsibilities 



surrounding land acquisition, design, construction, and long-term maintenance of the constructed amenities at 
Cottageville Park.  
 
The Cottageville Park Stormwater Management and Park Improvement Project was completed in 2016 (Phase 1 of the 
Cottageville Park project), and pursuant to the agreement, the City maintains its own park property as well as the 
stormwater management facilities located beneath MCWD land, and MCWD maintains the native vegetation, riparian 
buffer zone improvements, and signage on its own land.  
 
Following investigations conducted by MCWD Research and Monitoring department and the City of Hopkins from 2017-
2021 it was determined that the installed subsurface iron-sand filter system was not functioning to its original level of 
design intent. Coupled with the need for life-cycle maintenance of the filter medium, and in accordance with the 
cooperative agreement, MCWD coordinated with the City of Hopkins to develop the 2024 Iron-Sand Filter Maintenance 
and Retrofit project. This project seeks to retrofit the subsurface facility to improve access to the system for routine 
maintenance and address scouring and short-circuiting of the filter media, and perform life-cycle replacement of the 
current iron-sand filter medium.  
 
The project will replace the iron-sand filter medium and add additional rate control measures to reduce scouring of the 
newly installed iron-sand filter medium. Additionally, the project will install ground-level manhole access risers to the 
existing header pipe to allow for future maintenance and replacement of the filter medium without excavation of the 
header pipe. This project is part of a larger City of Hopkins infrastructure initiative, the 2024 Central Avenues 
Improvements (City Project No. 2023-10), and will be performed by Hopkins at its cost. MCWD and Stantec have 
reviewed the 90% plans and concur in the plans for retrofit purposes and for the present and future use of the facility 
for stormwater permit compliance purposes. 
 
Additionally, in accordance with the recorded easement (Doc. No. 11203275), MCWD and the City of Hopkins have 
consulted and determined a set of reasonable terms for the City’s occupation and restoration of District property to 
perform the prescribed project. A letter included in the packet will document MCWD approval of the plans and the 
parties’ concurrence in the site use terms, and is to be countersigned by the MCWD Administrator and Hopkins City 
Manager.  
 
At the February 22, 2024 Board of Managers meeting, staff will present an overview of the 90% plans for life-cycle 
maintenance of the filter medium and a retrofit of the stormwater facilities at Cottageville Park. Staff will recommend 
the Board approve the 90% plans as final design and request authorization to make additional design changes as needed 
to complete 100% design documents, consistent with the 90% design. Additionally, staff will request approval of the 
draft letter and disturbance/restoration terms documents allowing the City of Hopkins to occupy MCWD lands for the 
duration of the project in accordance with the existing easement.   
 
 
Supporting Documents: 

• 90% design plans for the 2024 Cottageville Park Iron-Sand Filter Maintenance and Retrofit project  
• Draft letter and disturbance/restoration terms and plan sheets 



 

 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
Resolution number:  24-013  
 
Title:                    Approval of 90% Design Plans for the Cottageville Park Iron-Sand Filter Maintenance and Retrofit 

 
WHEREAS  the Minnehaha Creek Watershed District (MCWD) entered into a cooperative agreement with the City 

of Hopkins to develop the 427-429 Blake Road, Hopkins site and to maintain site improvements;  
 
WHEREAS Hopkins maintains its own park property as well as the iron-enhanced stormwater filtration system 

located beneath MCWD land, and as part of the City of Hopkins Regional Stormwater Plan, Hopkins 
holds an easement to afford Hopkins rights necessary to meet inspection and maintenance obligations 
for the filtration system; 

 
WHEREAS investigations from 2017-2021 by MCWD Research and Monitoring and the City of Hopkins determined 

that the filtration system was not functioning to its original level of design intent and the iron-sand filter 
medium is approaching the end of its useable life-cycle;  

 
WHEREAS MCWD cooperated with the City of Hopkins to develop the 2024 Iron-Sand Filter Maintenance and 

Retrofit project. This project seeks to improve access to the system for routine maintenance, retrofit to 
address scouring and short-circuiting of the filter medium, and perform life-cycle replacement of the 
current iron-sand filter medium;  

 
WHEREAS  in accordance with the recorded easement (Doc. No. 11203275), MCWD and the City of Hopkins have 

consulted and determined a set of reasonable terms for the City’s occupation and restoration of District 
property to perform the prescribed project, including a draft letter and disturbance/restoration terms 
documents.  

 
WHEREAS at the February 22, 2024 Board of Managers meeting, staff presented the 90% plans for life-cycle 

maintenance of the filter medium and a retrofit of the stormwater filtration system at Cottageville Park 
as well as a draft letter and disturbance/restoration terms allowing the City of Hopkins to occupy MCWD 
lands for the duration of the project.   

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Minnehaha Creek Watershed District Board of Managers approves the 
90% design plans for the 2024 Cottageville Park Iron-Sand Filter Maintenance and Retrofit project, authorizes the 
District administrator to approve additional design changes, consistent with the 90% plans, as needed to complete 
100% design documents, and approves the draft letter and disturbance/restoration terms for signature of the 
administrator and countersignature by City of Hopkins.  
 
 
Resolution Number 24-013 was moved by Manager _____________, seconded by Manager ____________.  Motion to 
adopt the resolution ___ ayes, ___ nays, ___abstentions.  Date: 2/22/2024 
 
 
_______________________________________________________ Date: ___________________________ 
Secretary 



 

City of Hopkins 
Mike Mornson  
1010 1st Street S 
Hopkins, MN 55343 
 
RE: Cotageville Park Iron-Sand Filter Maintenance and Retrofit 
 
Dear Mr. Mornson: 
 
Minnehaha Creek Watershed District (MCWD), through its engineer, Stantec, has reviewed the plans for 
the Cotageville Park por�on of the 2024 Central Avenues Improvements (City Project No. 2023-010) 
prepared by Bolton & Menk for the City of Hopkins. This work concerns the life-cycle maintenance and 
retrofit of the iron-enhanced sand filter subsurface stormwater facility located in Cotageville Park 
beneath MCWD property. The plans for the work are Atachment A hereto, consis�ng of Sheets C2.11 
(Stormwater Pollu�on Preven�on Plan) and C5.07 thru C5.10 (Cotageville Park Storm Sewer), all dated 
1/16/24. The MCWD concurs in the plans for retrofit purposes and for the present and future use of the 
facility for permit compliance purposes.  
 
Addi�onally, in accordance with the recorded easement (Doc. No. 11203275), MCWD and the City of 
Hopkins have consulted and determined a set of reasonable terms for the City’s occupa�on and 
restora�on of District property to perform the work, set forth in Atachment B hereto.  
 
Please countersign below to indicate the City’s agreement to perform the work in accordance with 
Atachments A and B. MCWD appreciates the City’s coordina�on on this and looks forward to the 
comple�on of the work. Please be sure to contact me if the MCWD can facilitate the work in any fashion. 
 
 
________________________________   Date: 
James Wisker, Administrator 
 
 
COUNTERSIGNED: 
________________________________   Date: 
Mike Mornson, City Manager 
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Attachment B 
Cottageville Park: Terms for MCWD Property Occupation & Restoration 

The City of Hopkins (City) is to perform maintenance and retrofit work on the underground 
stormwater management system at Cottageville Park. The system lies in part beneath MCWD 
property, which will be disturbed to access the system, and by staging for the work. 

The existing easement that allows the City to enter MCWD property for this work provides that the 
City and MCWD will agree to terms governing the City’s occupation and restoration of the property. 
Accordingly, the City agrees that it will conform to the following terms: 

1. The City may occupy MCWD property for the work from 5/1/2024 to 11/1/2024. 

2. After contract award, the City will notify MCWD and its engineer, Stantec, of the following 
coordination related to the construction at Cottageville Park, in which they may participate:  

• Preconstruction meeting 

• Any weekly meetings related to the contractor’s schedule.  

3. On the basis of the submitted plans, an MCWD erosion control permit is not required for the 
work. The City will conform the work to the ESC practices set forth on the project plans, including 
the following: 

• Area of vegetation removal is limited to the necessary excavation limits to complete the 
work. 

• The disturbance area will be surrounded with properly maintained silt fence or sediment 
control log to keep disturbed soil within that area. 

• Proper inlet protection will be maintained on all adjacent inlets near the disturbance areas 
and access route. 

4. There are no other subsurface structures on the MCWD property proximate to the system. The 
City will protect all existing surface infrastructure and will repair or replace that infrastructure in 
the event of any damage. 

5. The City will notify MCWD and Stantec 48 hours in advance of the following critical construction 
activities: 

• Installation of the pipe plug that is being retrofit to limit short circuiting. 

• Replacement and installation of the sand filter media. 

• Installation of access risers. 

6. When the disturbance is complete, the City will install sod per specifications. This includes but 
is not limited to starter fertilizer, subgrade preparation and placement of topsoil, and maintenance. 
Before sodding, the City will remove all construction debris, rocks, and trash, and loosen topsoil to 
its full depth with a disc or harrow. The City will provide water for 30 days, or until MCWD 
acceptance, whichever later. The City will notify MCWD for restoration walkthrough. 


