Lake Virginia Subwatershed

Approximately 32% of the project area is within the Lake Virginia subwatershed, draining to north through a wetland
complex into Tamarack Lake. Within the subwatershed, the project area also drains directly into Lake Minnewashta.
Both Tamarack Lake and Lake Minnewashta eventually drain northeast into Lake Virginia.

Bluff Creek Watershed

The eastern portion of the project, approximately 21% of the total project area, is within the Bluff Creek watershed,
which is within the Riley Purgatory Bluff Creek Watershed District (RPBCWD).
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Figure 1. Subwatersheds within the TH5 Project Area

Regulatory Framework and Reason for Board Consideration
This project is being brought before the MCWD Board of Managers due to its large scale, cost, extent of natural resource
impacts, and regional impact on development and transportation.

MCWD and RPBCWD have an executed Joint Powers Agreement (Attachment A) for this project, which allows MCWD to
exercise regulatory authority over the entire project.

The Project is subject to MCWD’s Erosion Control, Floodplain Alteration, Stormwater Management, Waterbody
Crossings & Structures, and Wetland Protection Rules. MCWD staff and District Engineer have reviewed the Project and
concluded that it meets the District criterion for each of these rules.

The Project is also subject to state and federal wetland permitting requirements and review. The project proposes
impacts to 5.61 acres of wetlands, 5.41 of which are subject to the WCA, 0.20 of which are subject to MCWD regulations
and have been reviewed under the District’s Wetland Protection Rule. MCWD serves as the Local Government Unit
(LGU) for the state’s Wetland Conservation Act (WCA) within the City of Victoria, for wetlands outside of the state Right-
of-Way (ROW). MnDOT is the LGU for all other wetlands, as the City of Chanhassen and the Minnesota Landscape
Arboretum have deferred LGU authority to MnDOT. The United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is reviewing the
proposed impacts under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.

Outside of MCWD regulations and wetland permitting requirements, the Project is subject to state and federal review as
it relates to environmental impacts. The Project received a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) from the Federal
Highway Administration and a Findings of Facts and Conclusions (FOF&C) from the Minnesota Department of
Transportation (MnDOT) with a negative declaration, meaning there is no need for an Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS).
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