
 

Minnehaha Creek Watershed District   REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION 
 
MEETING DATE: June 28, 2018 
 
TITLE:  Authorization to execute the Hennepin County TOD grant agreement for 325 Blake Road  
 
RESOLUTION NUMBER: 18-057 
          
PREPARED BY:  Michael Hayman    
 
E-MAIL: mhayman@minnehahacreek.org  TELEPHONE: 952-471-8226 
 
REVIEWED BY:   Administrator   Counsel  Program Mgr. (Name):    
   Board Committee  Engineer  Other:  

    
WORKSHOP ACTION:  

 
 Advance to Board mtg. Consent Agenda.  Advance to Board meeting for discussion prior to action.  

 
 Refer to a future workshop (date):_______  Refer to taskforce or committee (date):______________ 

  
 Return to staff for additional work.   No further action requested.    

 
 Other (specify): Requesting approval at June 28, 2018 Board Meeting 

 
 
 
PURPOSE or ACTION REQUESTED:  
Authorization to execute a Transit Oriented Development (TOD) grant agreement with the Hennepin County 
Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HCHRA) for demolition activities related to removal of the cold storage 
facility at 325 Blake Road.   
 
PROJECT/PROGRAM LOCATION:  
325 Blake Road, Hopkins 
 
PROJECT TIMELINE:  
November 2017 – HCHRA grant awarded 
December 2017-May 2018 – Demolition planning and refrigeration system removals 
June 2018 – Execution of grant agreement  
August 2018 – Base bid (phase 1) demolition activity commences   
September-December 2018 – Anticipated bid alternate (phase II) demolition activities 
January 2019 – Cleared site is redevelopment ready  
 
PROJECT/PROGRAM COST: 
Fund name and number: 325 Blake Road Stormwater Management, 3145 
Current fund balance: approximately $2,500,000.00  
Requested amount of funding: $0 
Is a budget amendment requested? No 
 
 
 
 



 

PAST BOARD ACTIONS: 
September 22, 2011  RBA 11-085  Authorization to Purchase 325 Blake Road 
August 23, 2012  RBA 12-080  Authorization to initiate feasibility  
June 13, 2013   Draft Feasibility No Action Required 
June 27, 2013   Public Hearing  No Action Required 
July 25, 2013   RBA 13-078  Ordering of 325 Blake Road Stormwater Management 
January 23, 2014  RBA 14-005  Authorization to initiate demolition planning  
January 29, 2015  RBA 15-010  Authorization to complete additional asbestos investigation 
May 25, 2017   RBA 17-037  Authorization to apply for Brownfield Gap Financing 
July 27, 2017   RBA 17-044  Authorization to contract for environmental investigation 
October 12, 2017  RBA 17-062  Authorization to apply for funding assistance for 325 Blake 
March 22, 2018  RBA 18-026  Authorization to decommission and remove equipment 
March 22, 2018  RBA 18-027  Authorization to contract for demolition services 
 
*Board actions listed in this RBA relate to acquisition, project ordering and demolition planning. Additional Board actions are cataloged 
and available for review.   
 
SUMMARY:  
 
In October 2017, staff applied for a Transit Oriented Development (TOD) grant from the Hennepin County 
Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HCHRA) for $500,000 to assist with demolition activities related to 
removal of the cold storage facility at 325 Blake Road.  The application was successful, resulting in the District 
being awarded the full grant request on November 27, 2017. 
 
The focus of the TOD grant award is funding assistance to clear the site and make way for planned transit 
oriented development and natural resource improvements on the 325 Blake Road site, as well as 
accommodate the reconstruction of Blake Road.  Due to the size and nature of the facility (industrial freezer), 
the cost of demolition and remediation are projected to be in the range of $2,000,000 (excluding decommission 
of refrigeration systems and engineering services).  
 
Timing of demolition is a critical consideration with the reconstruction of Blake Road (County Road 20) 
presently underway (initiated in April 2018).  The redesigned road requires an expansion of road right-of-way – 
literally clipping a corner of the existing building – to accomplish the multi-modal roadway that has been 
designed, including a calm, inviting, pedestrian friendly road with dual pedestrian/bike trails.   
 
The award of TOD grant funds allows for phase one of the demolition to proceed – removal of the portion of 
the building that is in the road right-of-way – thus avoiding significant project costs to bury utilities and 
complete the multi-use trail after the site is redeveloped.  In addition to Hennepin County funding, the MCWD 
and city of Hopkins are exploring multiple avenues for financial assistance with asbestos mitigation, soil 
remediation and additional demolition costs.   
 
Staff is recommending approval of the TOD grant agreement to assist in funding phase one demolition 
activities at 325 Blake Road.  
 
ATTACHMENT: 

1. Grant Agreement 
 
 
  



 

RESOLUTION 
 
RESOLUTION NUMBER: 18-057 
 
TITLE:  Authorization to execute the Hennepin County TOD grant agreement for 325 Blake Road  
 
WHEREAS, the Minnehaha Creek Watershed District (MCWD) Board of Managers established the area 

between West 34th Street and Meadowbrook Lake as a priority area for capital project 
improvements aimed at stormwater improvement, streambank restoration and broader 
community goals;  

  
WHEREAS, the MCWD Board of Managers has developed a series of strategic capital project initiatives 

within the urban corridor to advance goals of improving the ecological integrity of Minnehaha 
Creek, while reintegrating the stream corridor into the surrounding urban fabric;  

 
WHEREAS,  in October 2017, the MCWD Board of Managers authorized the pursuit of funding assistance as 

it endeavors to complete demolition of the 325 Blake Road industrial facility; and  
 
WHEREAS, in November 2017, the MCWD was awarded a Transit Oriented Development (TOD) grant from 

the Hennepin County Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HCHRA) in the amount of 
$500,000 to assist with demolition activities at 325 Blake Road;  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the MCWD Board of Managers hereby approves the Grant 

Agreement between the Hennepin County Housing and Redevelopment Authority for 
appropriated Transit Oriented Development funds in the amount of $500,000 for demolition work 
related to the Minnehaha Greenway – 325 Blake Road Restoration and Redevelopment Project, 
and authorizes the District Administrator to execute the Grant Agreement.  

 
 
 
Resolution Number 18-057 was moved by Manager _____________, seconded by Manager ____________.  
Motion to adopt the resolution ___ ayes, ___ nays, ___abstentions.  Date: _______________. 
 
_______________________________________________________ Date:____________________________ 
Secretary 
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