MINNEHAHA CREEK

QUALITY OF WATER

WATERSHED DISTRICT

QUALITY OF LIFE

MEMORANDUM

To: MCWD Board of Managers

From: Tiffany Schaufler

Date: December 17, 2018

Re: Minnehaha Parkway Regional Trail Master Plan

Purpose:

At the December 20, 2018 Policy & Planning Committee (PPC) meeting staff will facilitate a discussion
with the committee regarding the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board’s Minnehaha Parkway
Regional Trail Master Plan.

Background:

Memorandum of Understanding

At the February 23, 2017 Board of Managers meeting, the Board approved Resolution 17-017 which
authorized the District to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the City of
Minneapolis (City) and the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB). The MOU outlines shared
priorities and investment strategies to improve the natural and built environments within the Minnehaha
Creek subwatershed in Minneapolis.

Integrated Planning of the Minnehaha Creek Subwatershed in Minneapolis

At the same time the MOU was authorized for execution, the Board of Managers authorized staff to
develop and issue a request for qualifications (RFQ) in coordination with the City and the MPRB that
would retain professional services to 1) advance the design and construction of FEMA funded repairs, and
2) begin implementing the goals and workflow of the MOU by integrating plans and investments for
FEMA repairs, stormwater management, flood mitigation, road improvements, planned trail and
recreation improvements, and regional park master planning.

The RFQ broke the work into two stages. Stage 1 was led by the District and focused on implementation
of the Minnehaha Creek FEMA streambank repairs, carrying out a stormwater management study, and
developing an integrated creek corridor concept plan which would serve as a foundation for the Stage 2
work. Stage 2 is being led by MPRB and includes developing a master plan for the Minnehaha Parkway
Regional Trail (253 acre regional facility with 5.3 miles of parkway — see map in Attachment A) and
developing an associated shared capital improvement plan for short and long-term investment in the
Minnehaha Creek corridor.

We collaborate with public and private partners to protect and improve land and water for current and future generations.
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Minnehaha Parkway Regional Trail Master Plan

MPRB kicked off their master plan process for the Minnehaha Parkway Regional Trail (MPRT) on July
30, 2018 by convening their first Community Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting. The MPRT process
to date has included various community engagement activities including a variety of events, an online
survey, and a Social Pinpoint website. A summary of the community engagement can be viewed here:
https://www.minneapolisparks.org/_asset/90g7xl/CE-Summary Phase-1 DRAFT 181127 sm.pdf

The MPRT CAC has met three times, and most recently met at the end of October to work through a
corridor-wide visioning exercise. That visioning exercise resulted in the identification of areas that should
receive additional design focus. A summary of the CAC’s visioning exercise can be viewed here:
https://www.minneapolisparks.org/_asset/zj254y/mprtmp_cac3_attachments_AB.pdf

The diagram in Attachment 2 summarizes the areas of focus identified by the CAC and the
consultant/agency team. The consultant team then took this diagram and held a two day design charrette
with agency (MCWD, MPRB, City) staff to develop concepts within the focus areas. These design
concepts will be presented to the CAC in January 2019 for their review and consideration.

Next Steps:

At the December 20, 2018 PPC meeting, staff will facilitate a discussion to inform the PPC on the
progress of the MRPB’s Minnehaha Parkway Regional Trail master plan process, review proposed design
concepts, and discuss next steps in the master plan process.

If there are questions in advance of the meeting, please contact Tiffany Schaufler at
tschaufler@minnehahacreek.org or at 952-641-4513.

Attachments:

e Attachment A: Map — Minnehaha Parkway Regional Trail Boundary
e Attachment B: Diagram — Charrette Framework

We collaborate with public and private partners to protect and improve land and water for current and future generations.
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Minnehaha Parkway
Regional Trail
Master Plan
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