Meeting: Policy and Planning Committee

MINNEHAHA CREEK Meeting date: 6/23/2020
WATERSHED DISTRICT Agenda Item #: 5.1
QUALITY OF WATER, QUALITY OF LIFE Item type: Discussion
Title: Minnehaha Parkway Project Planning
Prepared by: Name: Tiffany Schaufler

Phone: 952-641-4513
tschaufler@minnehahacreek.org

Purpose:
At the June 23, 2020 Policy and Planning Committee (PPC) meeting, staff will provide an update on the Minneapolis Park
and Recreation Board’s Minnehaha Parkway Regional Trail (MPRT) Master Plan’s status, including:
e Summarizing the MPRT water resource project opportunities and the total projected natural resource benefits
and costs;
e Qutlining preliminary ideas on how to prioritize the project opportunities; and
e Facilitating a discussion to evaluate these project opportunities and how the District might proceed with staff
time, resource allocation, and risk management

Background:

In February 2017, the District, Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB), and City of Minneapolis (City) approved a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) which outlined shared priorities and investment strategies to improve the
natural and built environments within the Minnehaha Creek subwatershed in Minneapolis.

Between July 2018 and February 2020, MPRB in coordination with the District and the City, facilitated a master planning
process for the MPRT. As part of the master plan process, MPRB convened a Community Advisory Committee (CAC) and
numerous community events to create a vision, guiding principles, review concepts and gather feedback for the MPRT.
At their February 19, 2020 meeting, the MPRT CAC approved the master plan concepts for recommendation to the
MPRB Park Board Commissioners. Between March 2020 - May 2020, the MPRB project team, in consultation with
District and City staff, developed the master plan document. The MPRB will formally release the master plan document
for a 45-day public comment period on June 19, 2020. Once the master plan documents are posted on June 19, 2020,
staff will send an email to the MCWD Board of Managers to provide the link and any other relevant details.

Summary:
At the June 23, 2020 PPC meeting, staff will summarize the water resource elements in the MPRT master plan and
identify the total projected natural resource benefits and their associated costs. Attachment 1 is a map of the MPRT
corridor which outlines and summarizes the 35 water resource elements of the master plan and identifies the:
e Project Tag (unique project identifier)
e Project type: stormwater best management practice (BMP), creek remeander/restorations, creek access
e Natural resource benefits: length of creek restoration, acres restored, estimated total phosphorus (TP)
removal, and floodplain storage
e Estimated cost

Attachments 2-5 break down the MPRT corridor wide map into segments 1, 2, 3, and 4 which aligns with how MPRB
segmented the corridor for the master planning effort.

Staff will also outline preliminary ideas on how to prioritize the 35 water resource project opportunities. To assist with
this project prioritization Attachments 6-10 are maps which show the current floodplain extent, the phosphorus loading,


https://www.minneapolisparks.org/park_care__improvements/park_projects/current_projects/minnehaha_parkway_regional_trail_master_plan/
https://www.minneapolisparks.org/park_care__improvements/park_projects/current_projects/minnehaha_parkway_regional_trail_master_plan/

the pipesheds that drain into the creek, the pipesheds to be treated with proposed stormwater BMPs, and the 2012
stream assessment findings.

Lastly, with a grounding in the water resource project elements and ideas on how those project elements might be
prioritized, staff will facilitate a discussion with the PPC on how the District might proceed with these water resource
project elements as they relate to District staff time, resource allocation, and risk management.

Supporting Documents:
e Attachment 1: Minnehaha Parkway Regional Trail Master Plan - Water Resource Projects Map
e Attachment 2: MPRT Segment 1 Water Resource Projects Map
e Attachment 3: MPRT Segment 2 Water Resource Projects Map
e Attachment 4: MPRT Segment 3 Water Resource Projects Map
e Attachment 5: MPRT Segment 4 Water Resource Projects Map
e Attachment 6: Minnehaha Creek Flood Zones Map
e Attachment 7: Minnehaha Creek Phosphorus Loading Map
e Attachment 8: Minnehaha Creek Pipesheds to be Treated with Proposed BMPs
e Attachment 9: Minnehaha Creek Phosphorus Loading & Pipesheds
e Attachment 10: 2012 Stream Assessment Findings
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