Minnehaha Creek Watershed District REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION

MEETING DATE: January 29, 2015

TITLE: Authorization to Enter into a Joint Funding Agreement with the United States Geological Survey
(USGS) for the Operations and Maintenance of a Stage Gage on Lake Minnetonka

RESOLUTION NUMBER: 15-007

PREPARED BY: Tiffany Schaufler
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WORKSHOP ACTION:
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PURPOSE or ACTION REQUESTED:
Authorization to enter into a joint funding agreement with the United States Geological Survey (USGS) to
operate and maintain a lake level stage gage on Lake Minnetonka.

PROJECT/PROGRAM LOCATION:
Grays Bay on Lake Minnetonka

PROJECT TIMELINE:
Lake Minnetonka water level monitoring is intended to occur year round.

PROJECT/PROGRAM COST:

Fund name and number: Hydrodata Monitoring (2201)
Current budget: $547,753

Expenditures to date: $0

Requested amount of funding: $2,700

PAST BOARD ACTIONS:

May 9, 2013: Resolution Number 13-061: Approval of Continuing Minnehaha Creek Watershed District
(MCWD) and United States Geological Survey (USGS) Agreement for Joint Funding of Operations and
Maintenance of a Year-Round Gauging Station near Minnehaha Falls 2013

DRAFT for discussion purposes only and subject to Board approval and the availability of funds.
Resolutions are not final until approved by the Board and signed by the Board Secretary.



SUMMARY:

The high water levels experienced throughout 2014 highlighted the high level of public exposure that the Lake
Minnetonka water level and Grays Bay dam operations are subject to. Based on the 2014 high water
experience, District staff thought creatively about how the District could improve its service delivery to local
communities and citizens. Given the success of the MCWD/United States Geological Survey (USGS)
partnership for the gauging station along Minnehaha Creek at Hiawatha Avenue, District staff and USGS staff
collaborated on an idea to install a lake gage on Lake Minnetonka. The USGS offered to install, operate,
maintain and contribute funding towards a gage if MCWD was able to contribute funding towards the operation
and maintenance costs. The Joint Funding Agreement between the MCWD and USGS can be viewed in
Attachment A.

The benefits of this agreement and partnership between MCWD and USGS extend beyond the data collection.
The USGS is well-known for being a pioneer in the field of discharge and water level gauging techniques. The
District stands to benefit by having year-round data which can be accessed by citizens in real time which
should reduce the number of inquiries District staff receives. The gathered data will be published on the USGS
website and will be available to link to the MCWD website in the same way that the Minnehaha Creek-
Hiawatha Avenue site is. USGS staff have indicated that the Minnehaha Creek-Hiawatha Avenue site is one of
their most frequently visited webpages and they foresee the Lake Minnetonka site to follow in popularity. The
continued success of partnerships with the USGS will aid in the District being able to tap into the extensive
expertise of the USGS for future MCWD projects.

ATTACHMENT:
Attachment A: USGS/MCWD Joint Funding Agreement

DRAFT for discussion purposes only and subject to Board approval and the availability of funds.
Resolutions are not final until approved by the Board and signed by the Board Secretary.



RESOLUTION

RESOLUTION NUMBER:  15-007

TITLE:

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

Authorization to Enter into a Joint Funding Agreement with the United States Geological
Survey (USGS) for the Operations and Maintenance of a Stage Gage on Lake Minnetonka

Lake Minnetonka experienced an all-time record high level of 931.11 feet on June 23, 2014; and

based on the 2014 high water experience, MCWD staff investigated a creative way to improve
how the District shares Lake Minnetonka water level information; and

the MCWD and USGS have successfully partnered in the past to operate and maintain a gaging
station along Minnehaha Creek at Hiawatha Avenue since 2005; and

the USGS is the leader in the field with regards to water level measurement; and

utilizing the capabilities of the USGS can be a cost-effective way for the District to gather and
share real-time Lake Minnetonka water level information; and

local communities and citizens serve to benefit from a year round Lake Minnetonka stage gage;
and

at the MWCD Board Workshop dated January 15, 2015 it was moved by Manager Miller,
seconded by Manager Olson and passed 6-0 that this resolution be forward to the next Board
Meeting for final action.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Minnehaha Creek Watershed District Board of Managers
authorize the District Administrator to enter into a Joint Funding Agreement with the USGS to operate and
maintain a stage gage on Lake Minnetonka from January 1, 2015 to September 30, 2015 in which the total
cost will not exceed $2,700.

Resolution Number 15-007 was moved by Manager , seconded by Manager
Motion to adopt the resolution ayes, nays, abstentions. Date:

Date:
Secretary

DRAFT for discussion purposes only and subject to Board approval and the availability of funds.
Resolutions are not final until approved by the Board and signed by the Board Secretary.
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